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Claims 6-8 and 10-12 are pending in the present application. No additional claims fee is 
believed to be due. 



Claims 6-8 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 as being anticipated by Cree, et 
al. (WO 93/11725). 

Applicants respectfully traverse the rejections to Claims 6-8 and 10-12. Cree, et al does 
not anticipate the present invention because Cree, et al is not prior art to the application. If fact, 
the present application and the cited reference WO 93/1 1725 claim priority to the same document 
U.S. Apphcation Serial No. 07/944,764 filed on December 17, 1991. Enclosed is a copy of the 
first page of the present application and the first page of the cited reference that indicates the 
shared priority document. As Cree, et al. is not considered as prior art to Claims 6-8 and 10-12, 
these claims cannot be anticipated by Cree, et al. Thus, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
withdraw the rejection under 35 U.S.C 102. 



In light of the above remarks, it is requested that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw 
the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102. Early and favorable action in the case is respectfully 
requested. 

Applicants have made an earnest effort to place their application in proper form and to 
distinguish the invention as now claimed fi-om the applied references. In view of the foregoing. 
Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of this application, entry of the amendments 
presented herein, and allowance of Claims 6-8 and 10-12. 



REMARKS 



Rejection Under 35 USC 102 Over Cree, et al. 



Conclusion 



Respectfully submitted, 




Bridget Ammons 
Attomey for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 52,555 
(513)634-1873 
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This is a continuation of application Serial No. 07/944,764, filed on September 
4. 1992, which was a continuation-in-part of application Serial No. 07/810,774 filed 
i December 17, 1991, now abandoned. 



FTFLD OF T^ mVFNTION 

The present invention relates to absorbem articles such as diapers, sanitary 
plcins, adult incominence devices, and the like which have fiised layers. 



RArT^rTROTTND OF TTJF T>A/TNTION 

All manner and variety of absorbent articles configured for the absorption of 
,dy fluids such as menses, urine, and feces are, of course, well known. Absorbem 
ides are typically comprised of a number of layers of material. These generally 
Nude, from top to bottom, a liquid pervious layer, an absori)em layer, and a hquid 
pervious layer. Additional layers may also be interposed between any of these 
yers. Such additional layers may serve various different purposes. 

These layers are generally held together around their peripheries by some 
t)nventional means, such as adhesives. crimping, fusing, and other methods known m 
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C^AbitacC 

An absorbent artidOr such as a diaper, sanitary napldii. aduh incontineiit device, and the like having fused layers is pro- 
vided. The absofbcot article preferably oompcises a liquid pervioiis thermoplastic apertured film topsheet. a liquid impervious 
b»cfaheel,.aii absocbent cocei and a fibrcms acquisition wd> oi spunlaced nonwoven fibers. The absoibent core is positioned be- 
tweoi tb» topsheet and ba^sheet which axe joined at least about a portion of the periphery of the abscHbent article and the top- 
sheet is fused to die acquisition wd> at discrete pcnnts of attaduneoL The acquisition web is positioned between the topsheet and 
the absoibcnt oocc 



